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By WESLEY E.
GILBERTSON P. E.
Chief, Office of Solid Wastes
U. 8. Ptublic Health Serviee
One of the most criticat en-
vironmental health problems
of present-day society, one
whose soltition will require
great resources and imagina-

twe thi by members of
the eh community, is
what to do with this nation’s
ever<increasing burden of sol-
id wastes.

The very technologieal in-
genitrnity that helped create
our society and made it pos-
sible to produce and wusé
things at an amazingly rapid
rate, must now face the task
of figuring out how to dis-

pose of the fruits of our labor| drink
without h

uman
health m?‘bdng or
drastically marring scenic
beauty.

At the présent time Ameri-
cans are piling up some 800
million pounds of junk and
réfuse each day on their al-
réady overly burdened trash

. For centaries the pre.
v practices of solid
waste disposal have been to
burn and bury, but with such
motittainous daily volumes,
these methods are no longer
safe or aeceptable,
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ALTHOUGH burning and
may succeed in re-
unwanted articles

#nd industries, they often pro-
duce massive environmental
poltution and eotttamination.
By estabishing foulsmelling
tefuse dumps in our midst
and scarritig the countryside
with junk, we contaminate the,
air we breathe, the ground
we live on, and the water we
and bathe in. And we)|

create a fatid
of disease, crawling with|
rats, mice and vermin.

For the services of collec-
tion and disposal of solid
wastes, Americans are paying
an estimated $3 billion each
year in direct costs, a figure
second in mnnlclpll expendi-

from households, institutions or

reckoning. Application of new-
er and better metheds of sol-

time much of the technologic-
al ability ueedod to correct
the situation, lnd it is
job of the en;

we are successful in meeting
the solig waste problem.
L] L .
THE RAPID growth of the
so0lid waste problem, coupled
with what it will increase to

as the population expands and
the per capita volume of
wastes itsell increases, has
[triggered an overwhelming re-

e

.Problems of Waste Disposal Qutlined

be required o develop prac-
|tical and noninjurious meth-
ods for managing solid wastes,
simply because the volume of
{these materials and their of-
ten nature defies
the imagination.

CORRECTING the situation

billion glass bottles and jars
{thfown away in this eountry
every year.

® Discovering ways to re-
use nondegradable wastes,
such as plastics.

o Elimination or re-use of

.|wastes that are presently
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each year.

e Developing of methods
for coping with nearly 6 bil-
lion metal cans and contain-
ers that are discarded yearly
in the Uniteq States.

® Processing millions of|
tons of sewage sludge thai
contaminates streams and
rivers.

o Intercepting the enorm-
ous volume of industrial

W,

poisoning the entire enviorn-
ment.

To an age that has all but
immunized people against sur-
prise at new technological
achievement, it may be a pain-
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rupondbile pemons to de-
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SINCE THE passage of the these very same fields.

Solid Waste Disposal Act num-
erous pro]c(ts throughout th:

country have received suppor( | Wastes,
from

the Office

astes, The

In one project being sup-
ported by the Office of Solid
hcat from incinera-

of Solid tion is being recovered to de-
ingenuity of
some of the projects being
considered actually turns the
table on the problems posed|same project is eliminating
by the threats inherent in|the wastes in a manner that
many solid waste problems. In|conforms to air pollution con-
addition to avoiding and pre-|trol requirements.

salinate sea water, an age-old
problem of man and one of
increasing importance, This
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